
QUESTIONS on HISTORY 

Q. 1. What do you know about Shakespeare as a Sonneteer? 

Ans. Shakespeare has written one hundred and fifty four sonnets in English. 

The sonnets of Shakespeare were published in 1609. Shakespearean sonnet 

has three stanzas of four lines and in the end a couplet. Its rhyme scheme is ab 

ab, cd cd, ef, ef, gg. 

Q. 2. Why has the Elizabethan Age been called the age of singing 

birds? 

Ans. Elizabethan age was full of writers of songs and lyrics. Many other 

forms of verse were attempted such as the epic romance, the pastoral, the 

verse, tale, the elegy, the sonnet and the satrie. 

Q. 3. Name some of the important song writers of the age of Elizabeth. 

Ans. The important song writers of the age of Elizabeth are—Christopher 

Marlowe, Drayton, Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, Edward Spenser. 

Q. 4. What are the chief features of the age of Elizabeth? 

Ans. The chief features of the age of Elizabeth are spontancity, lyricism, 

spirit of adventure, love pageantry, unsatiated delight in beauty, roaring 

imagination and a pervading patriotism. 

Q. 5. Name some important historical events of the age of Elizabeth. 

Ans. The influence of the Renaissance gave rise to humanism and 

ultimately to Reformation. It went a long way to improve the system of 

education. It provided the contemporary men of letters with a Renaissance of 

wonder, a background which made them look at the world all anew, the Brave 



New World. 

Q. 7. What is the plan of ‘Shepherd’s Calender’? 

Ans. Shepherd’s Calender is divided into twelve parts, one for each month 

of the year Edmund Spenser writes on his unfortunate love for a certain 

mysterious Rosalind. The Shephard’s Calendar is a pastoral poem of artificial 

kind. 

Q. 8. Who called Edmund Spenser ‘the poets’ poet’? 

Ans. Charles Lamb called Edmund Spenser the poets’ poet. 

Q. 9. What is the plan of ‘Faerie Queene’? 

Ans. Edmund Spenser explains the plan of the ‘Faerie Queene’ in a 

prefatory letter to his friend Sir Walter Raligh. The plan called for a twelve 

day feast held by Glouana, Queen of Fairyland, on each of these days a certain 

knight at her command undertook a particular adventure. Spenser projected 

twelve books but only six were published during his lifetime and portions of 

the seventh were published after his death. 

Q. 10. What is the theme of the ‘Faerie Queene’? 

Ans. The main aim of the Faerie Queene, says Spenser, is to fashion a 

gentleman or noble person in virtuous and gentle discipline. The Book is an 

allegory and can be treated on different levels. The plan called for a twelve 

day feast held by the Queen of Fairyland. 

Q. 11. What is the political and historical significance of Spenser’s 

‘The Faerie Queene’? 

Ans. At the political level the main theme of Spenser’sThe Faerie Queene 



is the glorification of Queen Elizabeth and the State. Edmund Spenser followes 

the contmporary practice of flattering the Queen. 

Q. 12. What is a Spenserian Stanza? 

Ans. spenserian stanza is a nine line stanza rhyming ab ab bc bcc. The last 

time is called Alexanderine. It is a line of six iambic feet instead of five. 

Q. 13. What are the demerits of Spenser’s poetry? 

Ans. The chief demerits of Spenser’s poetry are lack of humour, want of 

dramatic constructive power, and deficiency in realism. Spenser shows an 

excessive flattery of the Queen. His diction is archaic and is sometimes cloying. 

Q. 14. What is the plan of Amoretti? 

Ans. Amoretti has a group of eighty eight sonnets describing the progress 

of the poet’s love for Elizabeth Boyle whom he married in 1594. 

Q. 15. What do you know of Spenser’s Epithalamion? 

Ans. Epithalamion is the finest of Edmund Spenser’s smaller poems. It is 

the noblest wedding poem in the language written on the marriage of Spenser 

to Elizabeth Boyle. 

Q. 16. Name the collections in which Sir Philip Sidney’s sonnets are 

found. 

Ans. The sonnets by Sir Philip Sidney are collected in Astrophel and 

Stella inspired by the daughter of Lord Essex. 

Q. 17. Who are called the University Wits? 

Ans. John Lyly, Thomas Kyd, Robert Greene, George Peele and 

Christopher Marlowe are called University Wits. 



Q. 18. What are the important dramas of John Lyly? 

Ans. The important dramas of John Lyly are—The Woman in the Moon, 

Alexander and Campaspe, Sapho and Phao. 

Q. 19. What are the important plays of Christopher Marlowe? 

Ans. The important plays of christopher Marlowe are—Tamburlaine the 

Great, The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus. The Jew of Malta, Edward II 

and The Tragedy of Dido, Queen of Carthage. 

Q. 20. What do you know about Old Wives Tale? 

Ans.Old Wives Tale is written by George Peele. This play is full of framatic 

irony and its diction is realistic. 

Q. 21. Tell us the importance of Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II. 

Ans. Edward II is the first Elizabethan drama, which paved the way for 

the historical plays of Shakespeare. 

Q. 22. What do you mean by ‘Marlowe’s Mighty Line’? 

Ans. About Christopher Marlowe’s blank verse, Ben Jonson coined the 

phrase ‘Marlowe’s Mighty Line’. 

Q. 23. Can you justify the statement, ‘No Marlowe, No Shakespeare? 

Ans. William Shakespeare borrowed blank verse and the conception of 

tragedy from Christopher Marlowe and became what he could not have become. 

Q. 24. What are the main characteristics of Shakespeare’s Comedies? 

Ans. The Comedies of Shakespeare are a peculiar blend of realism and 

romance, of tragedy and comedy. They are full of music and song, fools and 

 



clowns, love and humour. They are in fact tragi-comedies rather than pure 

comedies. 

Q. 25. What is Shakespeare’s Conception of Tragedy? 

Ans. A Shakespearean tragedy represents a tale of suffering and calamity, 

ultimately leading to the death of the hero. The tragedy arises out of a particular 

flaw in the character of the hero, which is called ‘fatal flaw’. In this way the 

hero falls because he has some marked imperfection or defect. 

Q. 26. What do you mean by Alexanderine? 

Ans. Alexanderine is an Iambic line of twelve syllables. 

Q. 27. Name some poets who used the Spenserian stanza? 

Ans. P.B. Shelley, John Keats, and Lord Alfred Tennyson are such poets. 

Q. 28. What did Arnold mean when he said that ‘others abide our 

question but Shakespeare is free’? 

Ans. By this statement, Mathew Arnold means that Shakespeare is beyond 

the marks of interrogation and Arnold wants to emphasize Shakespeare’s 

universality. Ben Jonson also commented, “Shakespeare was not of an age but 

of all ages.” 

Q. 29. Ruskin has commented that Shakespeare has no heroes but 

only heroines? Do you agree? 

Ans. This statement is true about his comedies. The tragic heroes of 

Shakespeare are great and noble and far more impressive, if a comparison is 

made at all. 

Q. 30. Name the important dramatists of the Post-Shakespearean 



period. 

Ans. The important post-Shakespearean dramatists are—Champan, 

Marston, Thomas Dekker, Thomas Heywood, Thomas Middleton, Francis 

Beaumont, John Fletcher, Cyril Tourneur and John Webster. 

Q. 31. What were the reasons responsible for the decline of drama 

during the Jacobean period or during the post Shakespearean period? 

Ans. The reasons for the decline of drama during the post-Shakespearean 

period—are loss of national appeal, exhaustion of creative spirit, the Puritan 

opposition and moral decline. 

Q. 32. What do you know about Ben Jonson’s Theory of Drama? 

Ans. Ben Jonson forced on following the three Unities, viz. Unity of Time, 

Unity of Place, Unity of Action. He based his drams on the medieval theory of 

humours. 

Q. 33. What do you know about Sir Philip Sidney’s Arcadia? 

Ans. Sir Philip Sidney wrote ‘Arcadia’ a pastoral romance for the purpose 

of amusing his friends. 

Q. 34. Name some important prose writers of the Elizabethan Age? 

Ans.The important prose writers of the Elizabethan Age are Elyot, George 

Cavendish, Cheke, Sir Thomas Wilson and Roger Ascham. 

Q. 35. What do you know about John Lyly as a writer of Prose? 

Ans. As a prose writer John Lyly has written two works, Euphuers and 

His England. 

Q. 36. What do you know about Sir Philip Sidney’s book ‘An Apology 



for Poetry’? 

Ans. In this book Sir Philip Sidney goes on to defend poetry against the 

charges brought against it by various critics, the most important of them is that 

a poet is a liar. At this charge Sir Philip Sidney says that the poet is not a liar 

for Sir Sidney is full of virtue breeding delightfulness. 

Q. 37. What SirPhilip Sidney has to say about Stephen Gesson’s attack 

on poetry? 

Ans. Sir Philip Sidney’s Aplogie for Poetrie was compiled as an answer 

to Stephen Gosson’s attack that poet is liar. Sir Philip Sidney has defended 

poetry with some really important and significant practical criticism. 

Q. 38. Name some Elizabethan Critics. 

Ans. The famous elizabethan critics are—Sir Thomas Elyot, Stephen 

Gosson, Thomas Sidney and Ben Jonson. 

Q. 39. Name the last plays of Shakespeare. 

Ans. Shakespeares last plays are Cymbeline, The Tempest, The Winter’s 

Tale, Pericles, and Henry VIII. 

Q. 40. What is Comedy of Manners? 

Ans. The Comedy of Manners was originated in France. Moleire said that 

the matter of true comedy must be correction of social absurdities. The 

amusement arises mostly from the portrayal of current fortess or minor abuses. 

Ben Jonson is the real founder of the Comedy of Manners because he give a 

heightened picture of sixteenth century society. 

Q. 41. What are the important Characteristics of Euphism? 



Ans.(1) There are many classical allusions, mostly from Roman and Greek 

allusions. 

(2) There are a number of rhetorical devices such as alliteration and 

antithesis. There is excessive use of antithesis in which the opposite idea is 

emphasised by balance of sharply contrasting words, sentences or clauses. 

Q. 42. What is the difference between Comedy of Manners and 

Comedy of Humours? 

Ans. A Comedy of Humours presents the oddities and idiosyncracies of a 

character. On the other hand, a Comedy of Manners, represents the vices of the 

society and exposes the hypocracies and shames of the individuals. 

Q. 43. Which are the other writers of romance besides John Lyly and 

Sir Philip Sidney? 

Ans. Thomas Lodge and Green are other important writers of romance 

besides Sidney and Lyly. 

Q 44. What were the forms of prose in the age of Shakespeare? 

Ans. In the age of Shakespeare, there were dramas, prose romances, literary 

criticism, essays and history. 

Q. 45. Why is Francis Bacon called ‘the wisest, the brightest and the 

meanest of mankind’? 

Ans. Francis Bacom was the wisest of mankind because he had written 

his essays full of wisdom. He was the brightest because he was an innovator of 

the prose style. Bacon was also charged with taking bribes and practising corrupt 

dealings. For this reason he was called the meanest of mankind. 



 


